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CHAPTER II.

OF THE MISSION OF SAINT JOSEPH.

THIS Island, to which we had transferred the
house of Sainte Marie, [10] being called by the
name of Saint Joseph, Patron of these Regions,

the Savages who had removed there constituted the
Mission bearing the same name. The Huron village
comprised over a hundred cabins, one of which might
contain eight or ten families,—making, say, sixty or
eighty persons. Besides this village, in the Coun-
try, here and there, were a few more distant cabins,
all of which have provided work for the Fathers who
have had charge of this Mission, on which God has
poured out his blessings in proportion to the Crosses
which he has sent it.

The famine here has been very severe. Not that
the lands which had been sown would not have
returned with interest what we desired — indeed,
more than a hundredfold—-that which had been
entrusted to them; but for the reason that there was
hardly one family in ten which had been able to
apply itself to the labor needed to cultivate a field of
Indian corn in a place which, when they came to it,
was but a thick forest, unprepared in any way for
tillage. The greater number of these poor people,
exiles in their own country, had passed the whole
Summer, a part also of [n] the Autumn, living in
the woods on roots and wild fruits; or taking, here
and there, in the Lakes or Rivers, a few small fish,


